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To the CORPORATION of the POOR, 


ETURNIN G yeſterday from the country, I was preſented with your be 
Addreſs to the Inhabitants of this City; and was not a little agreeably ſurpriſed : 
to find you had ſo apparently corrected your opinions, as to deem it worth your | 


while to render an o/tenſible account of your condut to a body of people whom vou lately 
. thought unqualified to meddle with the buſineſs of x men in your Superior ſtations. 


This ſpontaneous act of ſuch condeſenſ don affords me a plea ing earneſt of your ſolici- . 
tude (ow) to obtain the good opinion of the Citizens; and ] ſa far credit your prefeſſons 


of a conciliatory diſpoſition, as to hope it will be followed by every meaſure confi ent with 
your own HONOUR and CHARACTER, and the true dt N 8 of the City, 
: which you profeſs to have at Heart. | 


1 would not for a moment ſuppoſe you panic-ftruck by a formidable oppobition ; nor 


that deſpair of carrying your late bill againſt the wiſh of the public could be any motive to 


ſuch an addreſs; nor that you have any covert intention of ſophiſticating any conſiderable | 


number of Citizens to become advocates of a cauſe which you dread to reſt on | 

its own merits. Theſe things [ would not ſuppoſe, becauſe they will be totally deſtructive 3 
of that honour and character which (you ſay) you ſo highly value. No; I would now ex- 
pect that your future proceeding will be ſo openly and fairly tranſacted, that malice itſelf 


may not charge your integrity. 


1 would take it for 3 that your e Wodan liege Funn manifeſt to 


you, that you hold your offices for the public welfare; and that your (preſent) diſpoſitions 


will impel you to execute them in the very beſt manner for the very beit ends. You 


have acquired too much diſcernment not to perceive that every Payer to the Poor-Rates 
is intereſted in tlie bill which is about to be framed; and ſurely have /now) more conſcience 
than to have it hurried to parliament without ſubmitting it to their criticiſm and im- 
N provement. In a word, (deriving wiſdom from experience) your ſound heads and wpright 
hearts cannot (now) ſeruple to acknowledge, that THE BUSINESS 1S THE 
BUSINESS | QF THE” CITIZENS IN GENERAL, AND NOT OF YOUR | 


OZ DY ONL SF; 


This Re principle then will certainly wire all 1 . on your future 


conduct; and, keeping it ever in your vicw, you will duly ſubje& your proceedings to 
the rightfully-controlling judgment of the Citizens in general Yau will not, then, in- 
 fultingly invite them merely to hear YouUR bill read —No ; as men tenacious of honour and 
character, you will (as in duty bound) allow them the management of THEIR OWN buſineſs, 


and permit them to dired the Framing a bill for themſelves, with a reſpectful confi- 
dence that they will generouſly help you aut of your ditficulties. And, if it ſhould be the 
general determination, that, for ſubſtantial reaſons, there ouglit to be a dignnfion of the 
Common-Council from your Corporation; and that you, Gentlemen, ſhquld progreſ- 
ſively retire from office, that others of your Fellow Citizens might thare in the toils 


and pleaſures of your ſtations; no doubt, you (to prevent the leaſt ſuſpicion of your 
honour and character, and ſtill remembering your Prnclny, Salus Populi ſuprema lex) will 


cheerfully acquieſce. 


Thus, Gentlemen, you may fix your own Honcur and character on a baſis not to be 
ſhaken; and, by rende ring a parliamentary conteſt unneceſſary, prevent much expence 
and animoſity, and manifeſt your profeſſed regard for the true intere/? and welfare of the 
city. Permit, therefore, the Agents of the Conſtitutional Society to come forth open!y 
with their new bill, who will readily admit corrections and improvements as the Citi genus 
in a general aſſembly may deem neceſſary, For, if (after your public profeſſions of m-dc- 

ration) you do not wnreſervedly ſubmit to the Public, but ſeek to form a party by private 


applications and per/cna! connections, depend on it ſuch in/idious proceedings will meet 


vith redoubled oppęſition from every Citizen who has any claim to the title of 


Freter, Auguſt 37, 1784. | A. MAN OF RE ASON, 


